CHAPTER 10

RISTORY

MRS. BUTLER

(stamic At

FREEDOM HIGH SCHOOL

RISTORY

/f/a/f(/'q /‘If

Cultural exchanges on a vast scale take place in
West Asia.

Islam is the dominant religion in North Africa,
West Asia, and Spain.

The use of figural art varies in the Islamic
tradition.

Islamic art specializes in ceramics, book
illumination, textiles and metalwork.

The Silk Road connected distant lands culturally and
economically. Intercultural exchanges cause a rich diversity of
expression combining European, Asian, and Islamic sources.
Islamic art dominates West Asia and South Europe

Patrons were royal and religious figures.

Islam unites a diverse region.

Islamic architecture includes mosques, tombs, and monuments
Islamic art is spread through pilgrimages.

Religious art contains no figures, but uses tessellations,
calligraphy, and arabesques.

Figural art flourishes in secular writings in Persia.

Islamic art tends to avoid perspective, be two-dimensional, and
have arabesque and geometric designs.

Ceramics were created for useful and decorative purposes.
Metalwork was used for sculptures, armor, and utilitarian items.
Carpets and tapestries are particularly prized examples of
Islamic textiles.

Islamic art excels in manuscript decoration, as well as wall
paintings.

Mosgue of Cordoba (3.7, 2.2, 3.5)
74 Mata (3.7, 7.4, 3.2)

CONTEXT

Islamic religion, which began in Arabia, and culture spread
rapidly across the Near East and the Southern Mediterranean
in the 7 century, introducing a style of art that was based
on complex geometric and abstract designs. Islam rivaled
Christianity in it's popularity, and several Christian churches
were appropriated for Islamic use. Islam had a strong influence
on the medieval period. The Islamic religion did not allow
artists to describe human beings or the Muslim God, Allah, in
religious art or architecture. Instead they created resplendent
environments solely from non-figurative forms.
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IDEAS AND CONCEPTS

The prophet Muhammad’s powerful religious message
resonated deeply with the Arabs in the seventh century, and
so by the end of the Umayyad Dynasty in 750 BCE, North
Africa, the Middle East and parts of Spain, India, and Central

1.The life and teachings of Muhammad.

2. The location and context of the Alhambra?

3. The purpose and stylistic characteristics of the Taj Mahal.
4. A simple understanding of the Quran.
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based on a differing claim of leadership after Muhammad'’s
death. Even though millions practice and continue to share a
similar faith, there is a great diversity in Islamic religious and
artistic traditions.
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